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PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS

When | went to the University of Nebraska, in Lincoln, there were times when | needed to surround
with art. Loneliness, bad grades and no money maslook for comfort in something outside of myself

Girls and booze were helpful, but the quiet paksatiing of Sheldon Art Gallery was my solace.ré{é
found a cathedral where one could quietly meditate, without being directed to stand up and sit down wh
singing songs that weren’t that “catchy”.

When | got a teaching job in Gretna | looked for a place to live between there and Lincoln. Ashland
the biggest dot on the map. | felt | made a gaodere. The neighborhoods were less regulatetidy
“haves” and “have nots”. There could be a veryezigive home and right next door was a shack, &ues
which house was mine?) it was very democratic.

People here are very accepting of outsiders, rich or poor, and those of us who are a little different.

The point is that Ashland is a little “Bohemian” and that makes it fertile ground for Artists and Creativ
Downtown Ashland is demonstrating the fruits of this heritage by the sprouting of art galleries and studi

Our newest gallery is the Glacial Till Winery on Silver Street, owned by newcomers, the Murman fan
What a good idea: combining wine and art. They have just opened an art gallery in their second floor Ic
space. It's nice and definitely worth a visit.

Down a couple doors to the west is Gene Roncka’s gallery of animals and art. Go a block to the east
you have Tom Majeski’s unique art of mono prints on paper, assembled into sculpture. On the west enc
downtown you find the paintings and sculpture of “color blind” artist, Kim Cooper.

There are many artists in the area, but thesevénures are right in the middle of pedestrian frignd
downtown Ashland. Add to that list, St. Stephen’s, Ashi@ndenwood High School and our Ashland-
Greenwood Grade School displays of budding ariistsyou have a very rounded art experience inya ver
concentrated area.

So if you're feeling a little “off” and you need to raise your spirits, take a walk around Ashland. It’ll be
good for your soul.

~ Lowell Krueger: Ashland Arts Council President



TOURS OF ST. STEPHEN'S

In October of 1992 the START Tourism Committee joined with the Ashland Arts Council in assuming
possession of St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. There were few parishioners and the Episcopal Diocese felt 1
could no longer afford the upkeep of the church. It needed a new roof, needed to be painted and was falling
into disrepair. The church was sold to the Ashland Arts Council for one dollar.

The roof was repaired first. When the Mormons came though Ashland in 1997, they used St. Stephen's fc
service and wanted to show their appreciation. The Lincoln ward painted the church. Alice Graham was mos
enthusiastic about having tours of the building and the other board members felt it would be a way to show o
the building and raise some money for upkeep.

Mary Roncka of Willow Point Gallery set up tours of Ashland and began including tours of St. Stephen's i
about the year 2000. Board members Helen Greene, Lowell Krueger and Shirley Simpson conducted those
tours. When Helen moved to Lincoln, Peg Lutton was added to the tour guide list.

Since the Episcopal Church had left vestments, communion vessels and records books with the church, t
are displayed during those tours. In addition, there are pictures of a 1904 wedding that was held in the churc
along with pictures of more recent weddings. Local artists have donated paintings which hang on the walls o
the north room. The reed organ is played for a little carol singing at Christmas and tour participants are often
allowed to play the ancient instrument which was restored by Ellis Grauerholz.

The tours vary in size from two people to forty. They are usually groups from churches or tour companies
or reunions or Red Hat Ladies or extension clubs from Omaha or Lincoln or Beatrice, Aurora or York. One ot
the early groups was from Sioux Falls, South Dakota. We have had family reunion groups staying at Mahone
State Park who came from all over the country. One such group was comprised of architects and engineers
who were interested in the way the building had been put together in 1872.

St. Stephen's is a jewel and we want to share it.

~ Peg Lutton
Ashland Arts Council Secretary
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ASHLAND ARTS COUNCIL
OFFICERS 2010-2011
President - Lowell Krueger
Vice President - Judy Hull
Secretary - Margaret (Peg) Lutton
Treasurer - Shirley Simpson

Other Board Members
Lynn Cooper

Jerry Froistad

Linda Hatfield

Lori Martin

Lori Morton

Linda Pointer

Original Organizer
Barbara Ziegenbein

Board Members Whose Terms Are Expiring
The terms of Jerry Froistad, Linda Hatfield
and Peg Lutton are expiring this year, and they
are up for re-election. Nominations will also

be taken from the floor at the Annual Meeting
which will be held on Sunday, April 10, 2011.




Results of the Art Contests
Held at Historic St. Stephen’s
Saturday, July 17, 2010

ARTWORK

Ages 6 11:
1*'- Haley Hia!
2"- Hayley Herzog

Ages 12 = 18:
1* = Brendan Coughlin
2" - Melody Morwitzer

Ages 19 and older:
1% - Danielle Cornish
2" paula Naikelis
GRAPHIC ARTS
Ages 19 and older:
1% - Michelle Richter
2" Danielle Cornish

PHOTOGRAPHY

Ages 1218:
1 - Kate Sliva

Ages 19 and Older:
1% - Joe Greiner
2"~ Mary Hamilton

CREATIVE WRITING/POETRY

Ages 6 11:
1% - Isaac Simpson

Ages 12 18:
1%t - Jessica Beller

BEST OF SHOW
Junior Division Brendan Coughlin
Adult Division- Joe Greiner

SIDEWALK CHALK ART (12 and under):

1% Jessica Beller
2" Riddock Moran
3. Haley Hia!

4™ - Mara Isaacson

Good Bye Shirley...

After thirty-seven years her desk at school is unattended.
There’s work to be done. There are grades to be compiled,
college scholarships to be determined, one which is especially
important: the Ashland Arts Council Scholarship.

There’s probably a newspaper lying there, ready to be
gleaned for an article for the bulletin board in the hallway.
A calendar holds the date and times when she meets with her
mentee, although being at school, she’s available every day.

Shirley Simpson was kind, encouraging, caring and
non-judgmental. She was humble; she carried the load and
insisted others take credit.

She worked hard for the church. She worked hard for the
Historical Society. She worked especially hard for the Arts
Council.

Even as she lay in her hospital bed she was directing
Pastor Lori about upcoming events at St. Stephan’s.

Her hard work and support will be missed. Her kind heart
and gentle soul will be missed most of all.

AAC President: Lowell Krueger.



















