
The Best Landmark on Route 6 in 
Pennsylvania: The Pennsylvania Grand 
Canyon

Introduction
When travelers journey along U.S. Route 6, Pennsylvania offers some of the most 

breathtaking scenery on the entire highway. Known as the “Grand Army of the Republic 

Highway,” Route 6 stretches across the northern tier of the state, passing through charming 

small towns and historic sites. But one landmark stands above the rest: the Pennsylvania 

Grand Canyon, officially known as the Pine Creek Gorge.

Location
The Pennsylvania Grand Canyon is located in north-central Pennsylvania, near the towns of 

Wellsboro and Leonard Harrison State Park. Easily accessible from Route 6, it’s the perfect 

stop for those exploring the Keystone State’s natural wonders.

Historical Significance
Pine Creek Gorge was carved over thousands of years by glacial meltwaters and the steady 

flow of Pine Creek. Once a hub for logging and railroads in the 19th century, the gorge has 

since been reclaimed by nature, now offering visitors an unspoiled glimpse into 

Pennsylvania’s wilderness heritage. The establishment of Leonard Harrison and Colton Point 

State Parks ensured its preservation for generations to enjoy.

Unique Features
• Depth and Views: Stretching nearly 50 miles long and plunging up to 1,450 feet deep, 

the gorge earns its “Grand Canyon” nickname.

• Overlooks: Leonard Harrison State Park offers panoramic east-rim views, while Colton 

Point State Park provides equally stunning perspectives from the west.

• Outdoor Recreation: Hiking trails like the Turkey Path take adventurers deep into the 

gorge, while Pine Creek Rail Trail is a favorite for cyclists.

• Seasonal Beauty: Autumn brings brilliant foliage displays, while winter transforms the 

gorge into a serene, snow-draped wonderland.



Personal Experience
Driving into Wellsboro, with its gaslit streetlamps and small-town charm, feels like stepping 

back in time. A short detour leads you to Leonard Harrison State Park, where the first sight of 

the gorge leaves you awestruck. Standing at the overlook, the vastness of the canyon seems 

to stretch endlessly, reminding you of both nature’s power and its beauty.

Recommendations for Visitors
• Best Time to Visit: Fall foliage season in late September to October offers 

unforgettable colors.

• What to Bring: Comfortable shoes for hiking, a camera, and a picnic for enjoying the 

parks.

• Nearby Stops: Explore Wellsboro’s historic downtown or continue east on Route 6 for 

more small-town gems like Coudersport and Mansfield.

Conclusion
For anyone traveling U.S. Route 6 through Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Grand Canyon is 

more than just a stop—it’s an experience. With its sweeping views, rich history, and 

opportunities for adventure, it easily stands out as the best landmark on Route 6 in the 

Keystone State.


	The Best Landmark on Route 6 in Pennsylvania: The Pennsylvania Grand Canyon
	Introduction
	Location
	Historical Significance
	Unique Features
	Personal Experience
	Recommendations for Visitors
	Conclusion


