
Historic Route 6 – America’s Longest 
Transcontinental Highway
From Provincetown, Massachusetts to Long Beach, California, 3,652 miles of history, 

culture, and adventure.

Introduction

When most people think of famous American highways, their minds drift to Route 66. But 

what if I told you the longest continuous transcontinental highway isn’t 66 at all, but Historic 

U.S. Route 6? Known as the Grand Army of the Republic Highway, this remarkable road 

stretches 3,652 miles from Provincetown, Massachusetts on the tip of Cape Cod to Long 

Beach, California on the Pacific Coast.

More than just a route across the country, Route 6 is a living timeline of American history — a 

journey through small towns, historic landmarks, and breathtaking scenery that define the 

heart of the United States.

A Coast-to-Coast Legacy

Designated in 1926, U.S. Route 6 quickly became one of America’s most important highways. 

Unlike Route 66, which was decommissioned in parts, the historic alignment of Route 6 

remained intact from Atlantic to Pacific, solidifying its title as the longest highway of its kind.

Along the way, travelers experience 14 states — each with its own culture, landscapes, and 

history. From the coastal charm of Cape Cod to the farmland of the Midwest, through the 

Rocky Mountains, deserts, and finally the California coastline, Route 6 connects the nation 

like no other road.

Historic Significance

The highway was officially named the Grand Army of the Republic Highway to honor Union 

Civil War veterans. Today, it stands as a symbol of perseverance and unity — a roadway that 

ties together America’s past and present.

Many stretches of Route 6 feel frozen in time. You’ll find:

• Vintage diners serving travelers since the 1930s.

• Main streets where the pace of life is slower and friendlier.



• Historic landmarks, from museums to monuments, telling stories of America’s 

industrial, cultural, and natural heritage.

Unique Features of Route 6

• Length: 3,652 miles (Historic alignment, Provincetown  Long Beach).➝

• States Traversed: 14, from Massachusetts to California.

• Diversity of Landscapes: Beaches, farmland, mountains, deserts, and urban 

skylines.

• Timeless Americana: Mom-and-pop shops, roadside attractions, and small-town 

charm.

Unlike other transcontinental routes, Route 6 avoids many of the crowded interstates, offering 

a more authentic and personal journey.

Why Drive Route 6 Today?

Route 6 is perfect for travelers seeking:

• A bucket list adventure: Few experiences compare to saying you’ve driven the 

longest continuous highway in America.

• Cultural immersion: Every state, town, and roadside stop offers a story.

• Historic exploration: From Civil War memorials to early 20th-century roadside 

architecture.

• Scenic escapes: Whether you love ocean views, mountain passes, or wide-open 

desert skies, Route 6 delivers it all.

Visitor Tips

• Plan in sections: Driving the full 3,652 miles can take weeks — break it into state-by-

state adventures.

• Explore local gems: Museums, state parks, diners, and festivals make Route 6 

unforgettable.

• Pack for variety: You’ll experience all climates — from humid New England summers 

to dry desert air.

• Capture the journey: Route 6 is as photogenic as it is historic.



A Road Worth Preserving

In an age dominated by interstates and fast travel, Historic Route 6 reminds us to slow down. 

It’s not just about getting from one coast to the other — it’s about the experience of America 

itself.

Every mile offers something unique: a historic marker, a small-town parade, or a friendly wave 

from a local. Route 6 isn’t just a road trip — it’s a story of America’s past and present, written 

across 3,652 miles of asphalt.

Conclusion

Whether you explore a single state or take the full coast-to-coast adventure, Historic Route 6 

is a journey like no other. It’s America’s longest continuous transcontinental highway, a 

testament to endurance, history, and the beauty of the open road.

So next time someone asks about iconic road trips, remind them: the real giant isn’t Route 66 

— it’s Historic Route 6, Provincetown to Long Beach, 3,652 miles of history and 

adventure.


	Historic Route 6 – America’s Longest Transcontinental Highway
	Introduction
	A Coast-to-Coast Legacy
	Historic Significance
	Unique Features of Route 6
	Why Drive Route 6 Today?
	Visitor Tips
	A Road Worth Preserving
	Conclusion


